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To the People of Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, 
Alabama, Missouri, Arkansas, Florida and Texas, comprising — 
with Mississippi—in respect to the institution of Negro-slavery, 


the Southern States. 


The people of Mississippi, by their Convention of October last, 
whose proceedings have been published, have required of us, as 
a committee, to address you on the subject which called them into 
that convetion—the past and impending aggressions of the northern 
section, consisting of the present fifteen non-slaveholding States of 
the confederacy, with the declared view of subverting that institution 
of the South. The State of Delaware is here included in the southern 
section, because her polity in reference to the assailed institution, 
as yet, remains unchanged. The convention truly, and as expli- 
citly as the period of its deliberations allowed, expressed the will 
of the people of this State concerning those aggressions, leaving 
to us the duty of illustrating and urging its views and resolves as 
to us should seem most conducive to the grand end of preserving 
and transmitting the Union upon the bases of the constitution 
which created it, 

The Slavery which is the object of the prolonged agitation assail- 
ment and encroachment, is not any modification of political sub- 
jection to which men, capable of social, civil and political equal- 
ity and self-government are exposed, but is the patriarchal domin- 
ion of the free white citizens of the southern States over the 
negroes among them that are held to service. Itis a domestic 
relation, in which the masters have invested more than a thousand 
millions of dollars of capital in the labor and service of their 
slaves. ‘They are the descendants of the negroes transported by 
Britain to our country during her colonial dependence, tor whose 
sale, prior to the Revolution, Boston, Providence, Newport and 
New York were the principal marts. All the States declaring 
independence held slaves ; and at the adoption of the constitution, 
all held them but Pennsylvania. Gradually the northern owners 
sold their slaves to the southern, and the products have passed 
down from the Pilgrim sires to their sons as capital. The rela- 
tion, then, existed prior to and at the adoption of the constitution ; 
and by that compact of the States adopting it, the relation was re- 
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cognized as an inviolable institution, Pennsylvania concurring 
that it was a legitimate object of guaranty. By its antiquity, cus- 
toms and habits; by the reciprocal duties and obligations it im- 
posed ; and beyond all, from the physical, intellectual, moral and 
social inequalities between the white and black races, and the 
consequent dependence of the latter, the relation had become so 
incorporated in the communities in which it existed, that, inde- 
pendent of the capital invested, the service became identified with 
and indispensable to the existence of the States connected with 
and sustained by it. 

Although the constitution was ratified by conventions of the 
original States adopting it, and accepted in like conventional so- 
lemnity by the States subsequently admitted; and although thus it 
was established, and has ever been embraced as the compact of 
the Union; yet the non-slaveholding States claim the powers 
through their superior representation in Congress, to prevent the 
extension of slavery into territories belonging to the United States, 
and to abolish it in the District of Columbia, and in all places 
over which Congress may exercise exclusive legislation. ‘The 
assert that when, by the admission of new States, they shall ob- 
tain three-fourths of all, they can amend the constitution and give 
to Congress a new power to abolish the service even in the States 
where it may be sanctioned by the local polity. They denounce 
it as a great moral, social and political evil, for the extension or 
continuance of which, they became morally responsible by the 
ratification of the constitutton, hecause, as they say, that instru- 
ment delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled, the 
power to abolish it everywhere within the confederacy. 

These opinions of their powers under the constitution, and of 
the moral responsibilities they assumed by becoming parties to the 
compact of Union, are certainly not in accordance with the under- 
standing of the patriots who adopted the constitution. They were 
not enlightened with the deep discoveries of the social-reform- 
philosophy—with the modern development, that all men are born 
tree and equa]—that all inequality is moral, social and political 
evil, produced by laws of marriage, wardship, apprenticeship, edu- 
cation and property, as sustained by existing society and govern- 
ment! They were patriots. They framed the constitution to per- 
petuate, and not dissolve the Union. They assumed no responsi- 
bility under it to destroy the States, in which negroes should be 
held to a just and necessary service, as a great moral, social and 
‘political evil! They were christians, and believed no authority 
higher evidence of the laws of the Creator than the bible. They 
read in itthe commandments—*“ Thou shall keep holy the Sabbath 
day—thou and thy man servant and thy maid servant.” “Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house. Thou shalt not covet thy 
neghbor’s wife, nor his man servant nor his maid servant.” ‘Thou 
shalt not steal.” “Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids, which 
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thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen round about you ; of them 
shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover, of the children 
of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy, 
and of their families that are with you, which they begat in your 
land, and they shall be your possession: and ye shall take them 
as an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them for a 
possession: they shall be your bondmen forever.” 

They did not believe that Christ came to destroy domestic re- 
lations, private property or civil government ; to supersede Moses 
and the prophets; to establish an earthly government by denying to 
Cesar the things which are Cesar’s ; but that He came to estab- 
lish a spiritual kingdom by emancipating mankind from the bond- 
age of heathenism and corruption, and teaching them their duties 
to God in all their domestic, social and political relations In this 
world, whether of husband and wife, parent and child, master and 
Servant, capitalist and laborer, rich or poor, ignorant or learned, 
ruler or ruled. 

His apostles taught: “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake, whether it be the king as supreme, or 
unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punish- 
ment of evil deeds, and for the praise of them that do well.” “Ser. 
vants be subject to your masters with all fear, not only tothe good’ 
and gentle, but also to the froward.” “Exhort servants to be 
obedient to their own masters, and to please them well in all 
things, not answering again, not purloining, but showing all good 
probity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in 
all things.” “Let as many servants as are under the yoke count 
their masters worthy of all honor, that the name of God and His 
doctrine be not blasphemed.” “Masters give unto your servants 
that which is just and equal, knowing that ye also have a Master 
in Heaven.” “Servants obey in all things your masters accord- 
ing to the flésh; not with eye service as men pleasers, but in sin- 
gleness of heart, fearing God: and whatsoever ye do, do it heart- 
ily, as to the Lord, and not to men; knowing that of the Lord, ye 
shall receive the reward of the inheritance ; for ye serve the Lord 
Christ.” ‘ Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, 
the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free.” “And ye masters, do the same thing unto them, forbearing 
threatening: knowing that your Master also is in Heaven ; neither 
is there respect of persons with him.” 

If the Bible be good authority of the revealed law, slavery, or 
the domestic relation of master and slave, as it exists in the south- 
ern States, is not a moral evil; and if the constitution delegated 
a power to Congress to prevent its extension, or to abolish it any- 
where, the existence of such a power imposed no moral obligation 
upon the non-slave States, to assume the responsibility of its ex- 
istence, and to abolish or prevent its extension, as a moral, social, 
or political evil. 
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Suppose such a power existed under the constitution; of what 
benefit would it be to the non-slave States to abolish slavery or to 
prevent its extension? Would it benefit the free white laborers 
of those States to place the four millions of slave laborers of the 
slave States on a social equality with them? The free white and 
black laborers of the non-slave States would not then be on a social 
equality with the rich capitalists of those States. If free black 
laborers are to be socially equal to free white laborers; if they 
are to associate as equals; to intermarry and amalgamate, and 
enter into an equal competition to be employed by capitalists of 
the non-slave States ; will not such a social equality place the free 
white laborers of the non-slave States, in a lower grade of social 
rank, With the wealthy capitalists of those States? Are free 
laborers ready to submit to this degradation; and to give up the 
Union to effect it? And wouldthis benefit the rich capitalists 
of the North ? Would not the principle of socialism be carried 
out, by a combination of the free white and black laborers, to 
abolish the laws of property, and of all the domestic relations; and 
to place all ona social and political level of equality by a universal 
amalgamation of black and white, and a general communism of 
property and wealth ; overthrowing all existing social communities, 
destroying all laws, as the cause of social inequalities, and overturn- 
ing all governments, which support them, according tothe social 
philosophy, that “all men are born free and equal ?” 

For such a consummation of the new social organization of 
society throughout the Union, are the people of the non-slave 
States prepared to dissolve the Union, in order to commence the 
system of social equality in the slave States, by destroying the do- 
mestic relation of master and slave, and with it the existence of 
those States, as social communities, and political States ? 

The only clauses in the constitution, which can be construed into 
a power to prevent the extension of slavery into territories belong- 
ing to the United States, or to abolish it in the District of Colum- 
bia and other places within the slave States, are these clauses: 

“ The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all 
needfal rules and regulations respecting, the Territory or other 
property belonging to the United States.” <‘*T'o exercise exclusive 
legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceed- 
ing ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular States and 
the acceptance of Congress, become the seat.of government of the 
United States; and to exercise the like authority over all places, 
purchased by the consent of the legislature of the State in which 
the same:shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, 
deck-yards, and other needful buildings; and to make all laws | 
which shall ‘be. necessary nd proper for. carrying into execution 
the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by: this. constitu-. , 
tion in the government of the United States, or in any department _ 
or officer thereof.” ) i 
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It is by construction.of these clauses of the constitution, 
that the power to prohibit the exterision of slavery into Territories 
belonging to the United States, and to abolish it, in the District of 
‘Columbia, and in all places over which Congress may exercise 
exclusive legislation, is based. 

To ascertain whether these clauses admit of such a construc- 
tion, compare them with the spirit, meaning, and general intent of 
the whole instrument. It will be found upon such comparison that 
this construction is at war with the entire constitution ; and that no 
such power can be derived by any construction of these merely 
subordinate clauses, by any sound and honest rule of interpretation. 

Ist. The constitution was established by the ratification of conven- 
tions of six of the now slave States, and seven of the non-slave 
States. In all its aspects—of a compact of union between the 
slave and non-slave States, who ratified it; of a delegation of 
power from the several States to the United States, to create a 
federal government; ofa delegation oflimited, express and implied-or 
derived powers, for carrying into execution express powers, execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial, delegated by the State conventions to 
the federal government, when created by the United States; of a 
reservation ofall powers not delegated to the United States, or pro- 
hibited to the States, to the States respectively, or to the people ; 
of amagna charta of inviolable private rights, guatantied by the 
conventions of the several] States to their citizens, and of the entire 
constitution, and all laws and treaties made pursuant to it; as a 
supreme law in each State, by the soveréign will of the people, i in 
convention, in each of the several States, so ordaining and estab- 
lishing it, by their ratification; it nowhere admits, but, on the 
contrary, it expressly excludes, the power to prevent the extension 
of, or to abolish slavery anywhere, under the authority- of the 
constitution. 

The constitution was ratified by conventions of the peoplé in six 

-of the existing slave States, and seven.of the present non-slave 
States—though, at the date of its ratification, twelve out of 
the thirteen were slave States. This ratification was the act of 
mutually independent, sovereign States, who thereby formed the 
compact of union, authorized the United States to create a federal 
government, clothed that government with express powers for ex- 
press purposes, declared the inviolability of certain natural rights, 
and ordained and established the whole a supreme law. 

. * Such was the character and relation of the sovereign: and sole 
‘parties to ‘this compact of union, as confessed bythe ratifying 
clause of the eonstitution itself. -“'The “ratification of the.conven- 
tions-of nine States shall be sufficient for the eetepiisn ment ‘of this 
constitution. between the: States'so ratifying. the satne.” ©- -` 

- At the’ first Çongress'ùnder the; constitution“ but deren States 
“had ratified it: "The Tefusal of any three ofthese eleven, teti of whom 
Awero ‘then. sta ave F to” ay it would anve prevented the. Pra: 
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lation: to each other. iñ the Fal ealon of it, asa compact ofunion ; . 
plain, too, as it is, that, in its establishment ds a constitution, it was 

. ordained the supreme law by .the sovereign will of conventions of 
the people in each State; yeteven this has been denied. But, that 
- it was so universally understood before the constitution was rafified, 

is proved by the Federalist, written by three-ofthe mest influential 
politicians and powerful writers.in the Union, expressly to induce 

the States to ratify the constitution. It did influence the States to. 
ratify it; and these arguments, therefore, are to’ be taken as high 

evidence of the understanding of the parties to the compact, before 

they ratified it. 

. Alexander Hamilton wrote: “The fabric of American empire 

ought to rest on the solid basis of the consént of the people. Tho 

streams of national power ought.to flow immediately from that pure, 

original fountain ofall legitimate authority.” 

This was an argument addressed to conventions of the people i in 
the several States, to induce them to ratify the constitution, and not - 
to a convention of the people of the United States. By “ the con- 
sent of the people,” the “pure, original fountain of all legitimate 
. authority,” he meant the conventions of the people in the séveral 
States, who, by their ratification of the constitution, were. to establish 
it, each for itself, between the States 80 ratifying it, if nine could . 

be' induced to do so. 

_. Mr. Madison is still more’ explicit and particular. - He’ says: 
“Tt is to be the assent and ratification of the several States, derived 
from. the supreme authority in each State, the authority of the 
. people themselves. The act, therefore, establishing the constitu- 
tion, will not be a national act, but-a federal act. ‘That it-will be. 
a federal, and not a national act, as these terms are understood by 
the objector s, the act of the people, as forming so many: independent 
' States, not as forming one aggregate nation, is obvious from this 
single consideration : -that it is to result neither from the decision 
-ofa majority of the people of the Union, nor from that of-a majority 
of the States. It must result from the unanimous assent of the 
several States that are parties to it, differing no otherwise from 
-their ordinary. assent than inits being expressed, not-by the legisla- 
tive authority, but by. that of the people-themseives. Were. the 
people regarded in this transaction as for ming one nation, the will 
ofthe majority of the whole people of the United States. would 
bind the minority; in the same manner as the majority in each 
State must:bind the minority ; and the will of the majority: must be 
determined either by a comparison — of thé’ individual votes, or by 
. considering the will of.the majority of the States as:evidence:of the 
` will of the majority -ofthe people of the United States: Neither of 
. these rules has been adopted. Each State, in ratifying the consti- 
tution, is considered as a sovereign body, independent of all others, 
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“and oily” tbe ‘bound by; its ‘Own: volontar? NTH Ti ‘this. betajn, 
` “then;.the new: constitution willy if established, beja: federal, and’not 


“‘amational. constitution.” eh 


Such was the“ understanding’ of the convening “of the origivial 
tlie ‘slave States, ‘and of the? one  non-slave’ ‘State,’ ‘of the sover gign 
character ‘and ‘independent relation they: “bore to’ each’ other i in 
ratifying, and thereby establishing; the. constitution... 

‘And what. ‘was the condition of the slave States; in relation to. 
this subject of slavery, when they, fatified. the coistitution, ‘and ‘or- 
dained-it, and all Jaws and treaties made pursuant to it, the supreme 
> law in each State.?: Slavery was so interwoven with their social 
and political existence, ‘that it could not ‘be: abolistied: “without de- 
stroying them as States. 
` The people of no slave’ State would, by. their sovereign “will, 
have ordained, and- established the cohstitution, and_all lawe and 
` treaties made pursuant to it, ‘a supreme law of such State, if it had 
contained a power to destr roy slavery in the slave States, ‘or to pre- 
‘vent its: extension into territories belonging to the United States., - 
_ Not one of them would have. ratified it ifit had contained any such 
power, and it never would have been. established as a supreme Jaw 
-in any State.: As a compact of-union, and asa supreme. law by 
< the independent; sovereign will of the people, in conventions of- the © 
slaye. States, whose social and political existence, as well as their 
equal federal rights to territories. belonging to the Unitéd States, ' 
. were ‘to be secured by it, the- constitution, by its establishment 
‘by: the ratification of nine States, stands opposed to a construction 
“of these subordinate clauses of the constitution which shall give 
Congress a power to prevent the- extension of slavery, or. abolish it, 
anywhere. 

Such, too,, was the understanding of the. conventions of the non- 
slave States when they ratified it, or they practiced fraud and de- 
ception upon the. slave States, which would reider the constitution 


a nullity, for want of the -aggregatio mentium essential to all com- 
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“pacts. ` But the- generation of ‘honest revolutionary patriots who 


. ` yatified it in conventions ‘of the ‘non-slave States, are liable*to no 


stich. imputation. .. . They neither believed ` slavery a sin, nor did 
` they, mean to assume.the responsibility. of removing. it, ag a moral, | 
“social and: political évil, by a covert, concealed poren to prevent 
its extension or abolish it anywhere. 

- 2d.. All the declared purposes for which the constitution was 
_ framed, ratified and-éstablishied, are in conflict with’ such a construc- 
“tior. N ohe ofthe eleven States who-sent delegates tothe converition 
in “Philadelphia, to frame the’ constitution, in any of their lagislative 


"acts, appointing or commissioning ‘delegates, hinted ot expre essed it 


as one’ of the purposes: for framing a “new ‘ constitition, that the 
“United ‘States ‘Should become: resporisible for the extension or exis- 
“tence: of slavery, anywhere, as amoral, social. or political ‘evil, and 
~ should provide a. power ‘toxprohibit . or abolish it ‘anywhere. No 


` 
Sa 
-+ 


such purpose was. expressed by any proceeding or: -debate in that 
convention. . None such was urged by.the writers of the Federalist, 
as an argument to induce the conventions of the non-slave States 
to ratify and establish it. ‘Had any such purpose been avowed, the 
constitution would not have obtained the assent of the. convention 
of a single slave State, and never could have been, established be. 
tween the slave States and non-slave States. 
. The purchase of the ten miles square for a seat of government, 
and of places for the erection of needful buildings within the States, 


and the exclusive legislation over such places, were not among the | 


purposes for which the constitution was?formed, but were only 
subordinate, as a means used for the accomplishméut of the pur- 


‘poses for which the constitution was established; and by no prin- ` 


ciple of sound and honest-interpretation can this suboidinate power 
be construed beyond the purposes for which the constitution was 
ratified and established, and to which those powers were made 
subordinate, as a means. 

3d. Asa delegation of power from the conventions of the States to 
the United States, to create a federal, representative government, it 
stands opposed to this construction of these subordinate clauses. 
The federal government was created by the. election of Senators 
` and: Representatives to Congress by the States, and the election of 
a President by the States, Congress, and the President and 
Senate, under the authority of the constitution, created the judiciary. 
In the share of representative power preserved to each State, or 
delegated to it by the other States, in creating and organizing the 
legislative and executive departments, each State had an equal 
share of representation in the Senate. In the House, population 
was adopted as the basis of their respective shares of représenta. 

tive power. Coupled with this principle was another, of serving 
` the nation in war. About two-fifths of the entire population of the 
free States were liable to serve in war; but it was not so with the 
population of the slave States. Slaves were property, as well as 
population. . This was adjusted by providing that Representatives, 
and direct taxes, should be apportioned among the several- States 
according to their respective numbers, by adding to the whole 
number of free persons, including those bound to service for 
` a term'‘ofyears, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all 
other persons. The equity and fairness with. which this:principle 
of representation and taxation was. arranged, in regard to. slave 
. population, as persons and property, between. States, is strikingly 
in contrast with the injustice and inequality by which it is now 
attempted to deprive the slave States of their joint share in terri- 
tories acquired by the arms and treasure ‘of all the States! 

But this ‘incorporation of sla avery, both as persons atid property, 
into the great principles of representation , and taxation, in the 
création of the House of Representatives, and also in the. election 
of: a President, conclusively shows that the non- slave: Siates, did net . 
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old Property. in -the labor. and services: of:a slave to: be..a moral, | 


wae, 


: “social; or: political, evil ; nor did they ‘ftitendtémake the United 


“States ‘respons sible ‘for its existence; bý conferring 3 ‘a: power. to- pro- 
“hibit ‘or abolish it ‘anywhere. | -The'thousand million of dollars. in- 
“vested?ag capital inthe labor ‘and services ‘of’ slaves in, thé-slave 
* States, į is recognized by the ‘constitution as private property, and, 


1 as such, _subjected ‘to direct taxation : while, as domestics.i in the 
ne ‘families ‘of their masters, they are recognized as part of the popu- 


lation ‘of those States, as much so as women:and-children. . To 
* destroy’ this property, orto abolish this domestic relation, was not 
a purpose for .which the several States delegated | to the United 


> States’ the power to create a federal representative government. 


"Ath. “None of the express powers delegated to the federal govern- 
“nent by. the-conyentions of the ‘States, to accomplish the great pur- 
noses fot which the constitution was panied and established, extend 
„to the prohibitiozi or abolition of slavery anywhere. | 

- The power to'provide a territorial government, or to govern ‘the 
herrilories: and the exclusive legislation delegated over places pur- 
* chased within the States for the ` necessary: public. ‘buildings, with 
- the: consent of the States, are not special powers expressly dele- 
gated to accomplish any of ‘the general purposes for which the 
“Union. was formed. T ‘hey are mere subordinate powers; for sub- 
ordinate purposes, as a means to carry into execution the express 
‘powers délegated. Their nature is plain upon their face, even if 
they. were not ‘explicitly shown by the clause--“ and to.make. all 
_ laws necessary and proper for carrying into- exeeution’ the fore- 
going powers,” &c. l 

t was foreseėn; that the United States, by their war. aad. treåty 


l _ making | power, would acquire territories -and other property; ‘that 


. Such territories would be settled by the people of. the States, 's and, 
Tan sufficiently populous would apply for admission into the 
niòn, 

"For these purposes, express power “to dispose of anid make all 
“needful rules and. regulations concerning the territories,”  so.that 
" settlers: might become the private owners of the public lands,. when 
_ Surveyed into proper divisions and subdivisions, for. public and při- 


“vate ‘sales to, individual purchasers, and a-power' “to admit new 


States into the Union,’ > was delegated , to Congress. ` To carry 
these í express powers into execution, some government « of the ter- 
 ritory, daring: the progress of .its sale, settlement, and admission 
into the. Union, i is absolutely necessary, for- the protection of the 


. tights of the United States in the territories, — of the commis- 


: missioners, surveyors, and , registers in the disposal of the: public 
‘Tands—of settlers:‘and pur chasers, i in their titles and possession of 
* their Jands, and. in their domestic. relations, and - rights of life, 
liberty, and: ‘Property, as s guaranteed by. the “Magna Charta- of the 

Constitution. i 


~ This ‘power: to. govern is, therefore, wtierely. derivitive and žubor.: 
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dinate to the express’ powers “delegated over the: térrifortes,, anā 
extends no farther than to make such laws for the tefritorries;, as ` 
may be necessary and proper for these purposes of protection... Tt 
cannot be construed to extend. to destroy domestie relations’ 6r ‘title 
to property validly acquired under laws ‘of the slave States, by 
setting. up territorrial laws to destroy such rights ; ; and thus te de- 
prive the slave States of their equal. right to settle the territories 
with their slave property, and to have a voice in the formation. of ` 
the constitution, to be adopted by the people upon their admission 
into the Union as States. 

The power of exclusive legislation over the ten miles square; 
purchased fora seat. of Government, and over. places purchased 
for needful public buildings, so far froma being given to enable 
Congress to abolish slavery in those places, was given to prevent 
a State by State laws, interferring with the constitutional right of 
slave holders taking their siaves into such places, as an example 
of its purpose. 

A State legislature, if the legislation were not exclusive in Con- 
gress, might interfere with the domestic relations and private rights 


of a President, or of members of the Senate and House of Repre- 


‘sentatives, or of any of the other officers of the federal govern- 


ment, whose duties required their attendance or residence at the 
seat of government; and especially so, when coming from the 


' slave States with their family domestics, if the seat of government 


should happen to be located in a non-slave State. “And,” as Mr. 


- Madison argued in the Federalst, “as it is to be appropriated to 
_this use, with the consent’of. the State ceding it; as the State will 
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no doubt provide, in the compact, for the rights and the consent 
of the citizens inhabiting it; as the inhabitants will find sufficient 
inducements of interest to become willing parties to the cession f 
as they will have had their voice in the election of the govern- 
ment, which is to exercise authority, over them; as a municipal 
legislature for local purposes,.derived from their own sufferages, 
will of course be allowed them, and as ‘the authority of the legis- 


lature of the.State, and of the inhabitants of the ceded part of it, 


to concur in the cession, will be derived from the whole people: of 


the State, in their adoption-of the constitution, every imaginable 
objection seems to be obviated. ‘The necessity of a like authori- 


ty over forts, magazines, &c., establishded by the general govern- 


ment, is not less “evident. an All objections and scruples are: here 
also obviated, by requiring the concurrence of the States concern- 
ed in every such establishment.” 

So ofthe power. “to dispose of and. make all needful ruleè and 
regulations respecting the territory. ` Mr. Madison “remarks, “this 
is a power. of ‘very: great ‘importance, and required by. considera- 
tions similar.to those which show the propriety ofthe former.” 

What slave State would-have consented to the. purchase of these 
places within its limits; had it been ‘understood this power of ex-. 


: Sy 1 
velit. Aegislation oil: re extended: to “prohibit: theintroduction | 
oF their ‘slaves,.as. domestié Servants or property, ‘into. these: places 2 
-` Bth. AS a magna charta guarantying life, hber tyre and: ‘property and 
-securing equality. of. rights and privileges. to the citizens of ,all-the. 
Males, thie „constitution is directly. opposed to such a construction - 
f the. clauses -in ‘qüestion. As we have already shown, in- the.” 
f Sen adopted for fixing the share.of each-State_of representa- 
tive ‘power in the federal government, and of liability. to, direct 
taxation ; : slavery: is recognised in the constitution; ‘both’ as a 
private, domestic ‘relation of persons, and as ‘property in the labor - 
. and services of these domestics. , Cotigress, then, i is here positive» i 
Ay prohibited by the Bill of Rights, from passing any- law to destroy: 
. “this domestic relation, or. destre oy. this `property any where. It can 
never be taken from the owner, but by due course. or process of 
law, and by triakin court. by: his peërs. N either the legislative nor 
executive power can deprive: him of it, but for. public use, and then 
-only upon due conipensation. Nor can the judiciary. deprive him: 
-of it, but at thé instance of some one claiming by superior title 
K -mder the laws, where tlie property or title was ‘acquired—no mat- 
‘ter’ whether the trial of such right be ‘in a State, or in a. territory, 
‘or the District of Columbia, or in any other place. 2 
. Congress has as much power.to abolish the domestic relation 
of husband-and wife,, parent and child, guardian and ward, master 
. and apprentice, in the District of. Columbia, as the domestic rela- 
tion of master and slave. It would‘be as easy to show, that a law- 
abolishing the former, is as necessary and proper for cartying;into 
_ execution their powers; as a federal governinént, at the seat of 
_ government, as a law abolishing the domestic relations of master 
,and slave. ' > 
6th. ‘The constitution, and all laws. and treaties thade pursiant to- 
“it; chave their force and effect, as-a supreme law in éach of thé States, 
_ by; the sovereign will-of the people of this State; in convention, de- 
: clared by: their ratification of the constitution. It is impossible the 
< cohyention of any slave State could hate. understood, ‘that in ordain- 
-ing and establishing this supreme law, they. were providing a law- 
to ‘prohibit ‘the extension of. slavery, by forbidding the, removal of 
+ their own. citizens with.their families and property, a8 purchasers- 
and „settlers, into territories belonging to the United States, or.to 
. prevent their. citizens “from residing: or entering - the ten miles’ 
- Square, purchased for a seat of governnient;..or-places. purchased. 
for needful public buildings within.the slave States, but, only with 
their consent. They could not kave understood or intended. that. 
_the non-slave States, alone, should ‘settle and purchase: lands: i in the 
„territories, arid be admifted., into the’ Union. as non- slave States, 
until the- ‘number of the slave States shold. become three-fourths 
of: the States; and: ‘then, by an amendment of the constitution, de- 
” legate a ‘new. power to, “Congress tó abolish slavery i in the. States. 
themselves. : They“ never: thought of ‘it, as an-objéction to their- 
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. ratification.of the constitution, that a law could ever be made under 
-it, abolishing slavery in the slave States; and that such law would 


have tle foree and effect of a supreme Jaw in- each slave, State, ‘as 
if by the’ sovereign will of the people of stich State ` ordained. in 
convention, The slave States were. morally incapable of entering 
into any binding constitutional compact of Union, thus providing 
for their self. destruction as-communities-and States. ` 

. The delegation of such a power, by three-fourths of the ‘States, 
would not be an: amendment, but a fundamental ‘change of the 
constitution. As much so as a change of the federal representa- 
tive government. of the United States into an omnipotent sovereign- 


‘ty of king, lords, and commons, like the. king and parliament. of. 


Great Britain, with no other restraint upon its.unlimited sovereign 
will, than the checks and balarices' and magna charta of private 
unalienable rights, which alone controls the sovereignty of the Bri- 
tish government ; thus destroying all the fundamental principles of 
sovereignty in the. people of the States ; of the Union of the States 
as independent sovereignties; of the representative character of , 
the federal government ; ; of the delegated. nature of its powers ; 
and, of its existence as supreme law by the will’of the sovereign 
people in each State, upon which the constitution is founded. 
These clauses of the constitution, for the disposal of the public 
lands, and for the exclusive legislation of Congress, in.the 10 tiles 


` square, purchased for a seat of government, ‘anid places. acquired 


for neédful public buildings, being wholly subordinate, as“ means 
proper and necessary to carry into execution the express powers 
delegated to accomplish the general purposes for:-which the Union 


" was “framed, canot, by any legitimate interpretation, be-construed 
beyond these express powers and purposes, so as to create a power l 
‘and a purpose, never contemplated by the parties to the constitu- 


tion, wholly. at war, too, with the sovereign character, the safety, 
and existence of a large majority of these parties to the compact at 
the time the constitution was ratified; and a construction, also, in 
direct conflict with the - jnvioiability of the private rights. of the 


citizens of the States, who established ‘the constitution, and all laws ay 


and treaties made pursuant thereto, a supreme law in each of” the 

States. ae 
But it has been asserted, that the constitution of the United _ 

States does not extend to the territories; ‘and- an’ argument in“ 


support of this strange assertion is ‘founded. upon the fact ; that the - 
Judiciary, created by i an act of Congress, is not ‘exterided over the 


territories. 


_ . But all the legislative ¢ and executive powers- ‘of the ‘federal göv- ` 
ernnient, within or without the limits of-the United’ States, over’ 
property or citizens of the United States, wherever such powers | 


extend or. can be exércised, exist wholly by the constitution ; and — 
the constitution necessarily” eens as a delegation of powers 
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wherever’ the: powers: iinit extend or can ee 40" sécure ’ 


rights protected by, the: constitution: throughout the:world: 3°. 7S 


faving no. “Gonstitutional power to’ prohibit: or‘ ‘abolish ‘slavery 
any where, the péople of the northern States are wholly i itrespon- ` 
sible, under. the: ‘compact of Union for: its existence as à moral’ evil 


any. where. , 
Bat what is tlie moral effect of: this‘doctrine, that property in the. 


labor and services of a slave, i is. against natural ` law,’ and cannot - 
-exist out of a slave State? ` : 


It teaches people in the tion-slave States, that it is ‘no’ ‘crime sto 
covet a neighbor’ S- man servant or -maid servant, ‘and that itis no 
moral or' legal crite. to steal a Slave from his’master.. Släves. are 
not only stolen from their masters, when travelling through ` or visit- 
ing the non-slave States, but stealers ‘of: slaves have even come 
from Ohio into the interior -of Mississippi to commit these depre- 
dations. Men cannot easily ‘discern the distinction that it.is any 


niore an offence to’steal a slave in a slave State, than: to steal him `` 


when out of 3 a slave State, if by the laws of God there can’ be no‘ 


a 


property in a human being as a slave. But if there- can be.no 


property. in the labor and a of a human being, as‘a slave, how ` 


is it that there is such a property ina. human being, as a wile, a 
child, a ward; or an indented servarit ? ` 


Hòw i is ‘it that it is any more the crime of theft to rob or steal 


from a slave owner a sum of-money .of the value of his slave; than 
to steal the slave purchased with such sum of money ? 


“Yet this is permitted with impunity, or rather with approbation; : 
by the people of the non-slave' Statés; by t the influence of this doc- ` 
trine ‘that there can be no property in slaves; a doctrine wholly at , 


variance, with thé ten commandments, and the practice and-teach-’ 
ings of Christ and his apostles. . So far froni stealing“a slave, Paul 


taught runaway slaves to :return to their masters; but the. pedple of - 


the non-slave States;-although under a constitutional obligation to 
restore runaway slaves to their masters,: steal them’ from their mas- 
ters when retaken, and some-of them have passed ‘penal Jaws pre- 
venting reclamation under the constitution and acts of. Congress 
requiring it. But property in slaves is recognised in, all ‘the non- 


slave States. It is recognised, and titles to it pass’ ‘under the. Jaws 


of distribution, and of hotchpot in all cases where a master ‘Of 
slaves, owned in the slave States, which make: slaves personal pro- 
perty,-¢ dies domiciled i in a non-slave State. It'is. recognised where 
the sale of - slaves constitutes the consideration of. contracts; which 
are to be paid; and’ performed in’ the ñon- slave States.’ Innuniera- 


' Dle titles to- slaves have béen` acquired fiom the United States ‘by 
sales. under-direct tax‘laws, and. under: Judgments: obtained by the- 


United: States i in, all the slave, States. ns 
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“The ehslavénient. of the savage, brutal, heaken ‘African, by phe: 


cing: -himin this doméstic-re elation of ébedience Tabor and service to’ 
à christian and civilized master, of the highest ‘superior race in: 
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a land of liberty, ‘seems-to be the only means by which that degra-. 
ded: race- could be elevated to a’ condition: of. civilized humanity; 
Slaves in the-slavé-States are vastly elevated i in the rank of humdi 
beings above their race iow existing in Africa. ‘Slavery has ‘ef- 


- fect.ed this improvement, to-a greater extent in a shortér period than ` 


. anyother means which the charitable ever have devised or will de. 


vise, for the redemption of the black race from the worse bonda 

of heathenism and barbarity. When its wise ends are fully ac- 
complished, and.slaves are improved by examples around them, to“ 
maintain and support themselves, and to be their own masters, arid ` 
when the condition of Society is such as to render their emancipa- 


tion: both safe and expedient, it willdoubtless disappear without the 


aid of laws, and without violence and disorder, as it has, in its own 
natural course, disappeared in other countries. But laws to con- 
fine slavery to narrow limits, hemming it in, and surrounding the 
slave States with a cordon of assailing States on all sides, seeking. 
their destruction, by preventing its extension into the territories, 
tend to render it always unsafe and forever impossible to emanci- 
pate slaves in the slave States. Such extension does not add tothe 


number of slaves, it only spreads the same number over a greater 7 


surface; dispersing them among a greater number of free white in- 
habitants, lessening the danger: of emancipation from proximity of 
numbers. `. 

Before the next generation (some of whom are born) shall: pass 
away, the free white population of ‘the United States will probably ` 


number not less than one hundred and sixty or two hundred millions. 


Wealth, luxury, the multiplication and division of employments, and 
among them of inferior and menial offices fitted for émancipated — 
slaves, which will attend upon this vast increase of free white . po- 


pulation, would afford an easy, means of émployment and support, - 


sufficient for all our emancipated slaves, if ‘Placed a among this whité 
population. 

' The employment of. slave labor in agriculture, or in any employ- 
ment in which.capitalists would be likely to employ them, may be- 
come unprofitable, and masters scarce realise an income from the’ 
labor of slaves, more than sufficient for their support. -It will then — 
become their interest to emancipate them; and if they can. do. so 
with safety to their social and political existence; Slavery will soon 
cease to-exist. If slaves. should be scattered over half the territory 
of the Union, when this time arrives, they will be surrounded ‘with - 
andin the midst of an overwhelming superiority in numbers of free 
whites, among whom they will find an abundance of émployment i in 
such menial offices : as would yield to emancipated slaves an easy 
support; and-slavery may disappear as silently and as unnoticed as 
in its character ‘of vassalage it has done in England. 

Ih asserting that, by. ratifying the constitution; ‘they. acquired ‘a a` 
power, and “assumed a- moral responsibility ‘to’ destroy-the - slave 


States, as a great ‘moral, social and: -political evil, the non-slaye ` 
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States:can. have. no: conceivable -} purpose bats a -disaolition. of the 
Unions: ‘How: well: dit would tead in. history: that the: -Uhjon Was dis- 
solved: upon: 280, extraordinary- ae dispute between: the assailing. ‘anid: 
the’ assailed: Stätes!: -A.controyersy;- whether: the tion-slave States : 
became bound by their constitutional. compact. to- destroy. the slave. - 
States, asa great’ ‘moral, social and. political evil ;.! !! to overthrow - 
their sotial: ‘and political. -existenes, by : Jaws of. Congress. ‘against - 
slavery, asa gin, when the.very organization. of that-Congress-itself, 
is fundamentally based: upon that sin-of slavery !- But why do. the 
non-slave -States,. by such -strange ‘indirection, . seek, a dissolution. 
of the Union with the’ slave States? oe : re a 

For years, petitions have been: addressed. tò Cs by women, | 

who claim a social, civil and political equality with ‘men, and by: ~ 
men who admit this equality, demanding the abolition: of ‘slavery, 
as.a great moral, social.and political evil. And although Congress: : 
has no more power over the subject; and no. more right .to.receive 
such. -petitions than if they were -petitions to. abolish the- laws of 
marriage. as, a, great moral, social and political. evil, or than the su- 
preme: court - of Massachusetts would. have, if ‘such. petitions were 
addressed to that respectable tr ibunal; yet a refusal to-receive them 
has raised an.outcry, that the great Tight of petition . has been vio- 
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i lated.” -Jt has.also been yielded to. by. Congress,. thereby secre 


a. ‘power to abolish slavery.- x . 
: State Legislatures of the non-slave States have: addressed. Con- 
gress:by resolutions. asserting their power to prevent the extension. 
of slavery into” the territories, and to abolish it in all. placës óver - 
which they, have exclusive legislation ; Sononnciig it as a moral 
“evil. 
‘Party: conventions of every ‘political complexion have. naked 
that slavery is an evil which Congress has the power. to prohibit i in 


` the territories, and abolish in the District of. Columbia, on board: of 


all national and merchant vessels, and in all places. over which 
Congress can exercise exclusive legislation, and- that’-the United 
States are ‘responsible for the longer existence of this evil. >; 
-This controversy is a. most alarming one ‘te every lover ‘of the 
iion its blessings and glories. It-is a dispute between fourteen 
States on‘ the.one side and sixteen States.on the other sidé,. or-of 
fifteen on each side, if Delaware should fraternize: with.the South.. 
Threats.or force on-either side, can never settle the controversy: by 
intimidation. The passions of the parties may be. good servants, 
but aré bad’ masters: _ Interest, “justice, humanity, patriotism—the ) 
love of .the:.Union, a sense of its- great advantages, and of: the evils. 
of disunion.; the spirit-of a past generation of our common_ances: 
tors; who.achieved.our. independence, framed the constitution, rati- 
fied it, and formed the Union, must ‘come-to the ‘settlement. of this 


question in- all:the States.:. Itis certain the slave Siates, with the 


Bible in- their. ‘hiands,. while they claim to be christians, and have ; 
Moses. and the: ‘prophets, Christ and his apostles tor authorities, can: 
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neyer. admit that avery i; is'a moral evil—a: violation of the: laws" of" 
Gods. They.can never admit they have ever delegated ' a:power ‘to. 
prohibit its extension into territories belonging to the United States, 
_or to abolish it anywhere as a moral, social, or political evil: > They’ 
can never admit that the non-slave States ‘assumed a constitutional 
responsibility for its existence anywhere, because.they have power - 
to-elect a President and send a majority of Senators and’ Represen- 
tatives to. Congress, to pass laws, to prohibit or-abolish it in any - 
. place.. They cannot yield upon these. questions, because their.so- 
cial and political existence as States, as well as their domestic’ re: . 
‘lations and a thousand-million of dollars of capital in the property 
of their slaves as laborers-and servants, depend upon their success- 
ful resistance of such luws. : 
If, on the other hand, the non-slave States combine together in 
the assertion of their power to abolish or prohibit slavery, by elect: 
ing a majority of Congress and a President to pass such laws ; if 
they persist in the assertion of a moral responsibility to use their 
power to déstroy slavery in the United States, because it is a sin 
against the law of God, a great ‘moral, social and political evil, it 
is difficult to perceive how this controversy ¢ can otherwise end thai 
in a dissolution of the Union. 
If the social philosophy has so far superseded and overthrown the 
authority of the Bible in the minds of the majority of the péople, 
in.each and all ofthe non-slave States, that against its plain teachings, 
they: insist upon it as their moral duty to make the’ federal govern- - 
“ment an instrument to destroy slavery; a duty ‘which they must ` 
and will perform, or release themselves from: this obligation by a ` 
dissolution of the Union, then the malady is incurable ; ” the Union -. 
cannot be preserved, however desirable to the South. But surely 
this Union will not thus be dissolved. When the question is fully. ` 
and ‘fairly understood, the people of the northern section will come 
to the rescue of their religion, of their constitution, of the Union, 
of thé fame and good name of their fathers, who ratified that con- 
stitution, from the imputation of intending such a fraud and injus- 
tice upon the slave States; or from the. imputation of passing to 
_ their graves, with the sin upon. their souls of having permitted’ - 
- slavery to entend to the territories, and of admitting new slave 
States into.the- Union, and of not abolishing it ‘in the District of” 
Columbia, and in all places over which Congress, has exclusive le- 
gislation, when they had the constitutional power to do so. ` The 
free laborers of the non-slave States can’ have- no‘ desire to have ` 
four millions of slaves made free laborers, to-reduce the price of la-. 
bor, and to deġrade them to`a-level with black laborers, by increas- 
ing their deperidence, and -removing them to a greater social dis. - 
tance from.the wealthy capitalists « of the non-slave States. Capi- 
talists cannot desire to. see-the laws ‘of property rendered i insecure; - 
by an example of a violation -of them’ on so large: a scale. Men. 
in general will be unwilling to-witness the christian religion uider- 
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whined; alledivine and humak:laws:of marriage; dadiots the whole 
-citcle’of: ‘govial ‘and-doméstic duties and relations abolished’: unwil- 
Ting’ towitness the whole fabric: of existing’ laws; institutions and 
‘governments, this’ glorious Union óf free- ‘Republics itself, tumbling 
‘into ruins;'to-give-place ‘to this new *sovial* ‘organization: of perfect 
“equality and: liberty; by this: first experinient in the slave: States. 
~> The Union mustand will be preserved. The slave States, inre- 
‘sistitig such dangerous and destructive usurpations of the federal gov- 
ernment, arè defending the constitution’and Union. ‘Pheirpositon 
is’ wholly defensive; defensive of their’domestic relations and their 
private rights of property; defensive of their laws, upon which these 


domestic relations-and rights of: ‘property are founded ; defensive of © . 


‘théi¥ social and political existenceas States ; detensive of the con- 
stitution and Union; defensive of law, order and good government, 
of the right of the people to govern themselves by governments ; and 
laws of their own making, throughout the world. “It is a cause 
‘which cannot fall before the social philosophy. 

But should the non-slave States combine; to enforce PE 
‘tion acts, and continue to pass laws to prevent the extension of sla- 
very into the territories; should they farther, also.attempt to abolish it 
inthe District of Columbia; and in all places purchased for needful 
buildings in the slave States; should they also attempt, by an. Amend- 
: ment ‘of thé constitution, to abolish it in the slave States themselves; 
'whåt' protection have the slave States against these aggressions, and 
these dangerous: üsurpations- of undelegated . power under a-consti- 
‘tution by which they ought to be enabled: both-to protect themselves 

“and possibly’ save the ‘Union? In: discussing this- ‘subject: with a 
“view to urge thé States to ratify and establish the constitution, both 
' Mr. ‘Hamilton and Mr. Madison argued that the States, as 3 organised 
 Gonimuiities, could - successfully resist all’ such’ aggressions. “Mr. 
Hamilton saidin the Federalist: “The separate’ governments:in a 
' confederacy; may aptly be compared with the feudal baronies, with 
this advantage in their-favor, that from the reasons already: explained, 

they will generally posséss the confidence and good will.of the peo- 
une with: sO important : a saa will. be abled, : eee tò 
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of oe or a confedéracy. "The ae B sò- ie from 
‘implying an abolition of the State governments, makes them con- 
‘stitutional parts of the national*sovereignty, by allowing them a di- 
- eet represeiitation in the Senate, and leaves in their possession, 
certain exclusive and very important portions. of the’ sovereign pow- 
en This: ‘fully. corresponds, i in evéry;rational iniport.of the terms, 
with the’ ided' éf'a federal : government.” :.“It may safely he.’ re- 
ceived’ as ‘an. ation in ‘our’ gaviniae system, that thie tater gorem: 
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-in the different States, and unite with their common forces forthe 
protection of their common liberty.” . a a oe 
- + Mr. Madison ‘said :- “But ambitious encroachments of the feder- 
-al government on the authority of the State governments, -would 
-not excite the opposition of a single State, or of a few: States only. 
- They would be signals of a general alarm. Every government 
would espouse the common cause. A correspondence. would, be’ 
opened; plans of resistance would be concerted; one spirit would 
animate and conduct the whole ; the same combination,.in short, 
would result from an apprehension of the federal, as was produced 
by the dread. of a foreign yoke; and unless the projected innovations 
` should be voluntarily renounced, the same appeal to a trial of force 
would be made in the one case, as was made.in the other. But what 
degree of madness could ever drive the federal agovernment:to.such 
an extremity ?? If the sixteen non-slave States,.(if Delaware- be 
included) because by accident, they now exceed the number of the 
slave States by two, and can send a majority of. four ..Senators to 
Congress, although the slave States, at the ratification ofthe :con- 
. stitution, out numbered them by eleven ; .and because also, they. ac- 
- eidentally, by their population, have a larger share of representative 
. power, to- enable them to secure a majority in the House of Repre- 
sentatives and to elect a-President; if from.these accidental, ad- 
vantages they determine by a sectional combination, to. elect-a.ma- 
jority of free-soil and abolition Sénators and Representatives, anda 
. free-soil. and abolition President, artd..thus to:make. the federal 
government an engine, step by step, to destroy slavery in the four- | 
teen slave States; first, by excluding slavery from the . territories, 
in order that by admitting new States into the Union, they may, in- 
crease the number of the non-slave States to three-fourths; second, 
‘to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, or ir all places 
where Congress may exercise exclusive legislation ;.and lastly, to 
consummate the course of tyranny and usurpation, by.a change of 
- the constitution, and the delegation of an express power‘to’ abolish 
-slavery in all the ‘slave States—what means of resistance. have 
~ the fourteen slave States to ‘secure their domestic relations, their 
property, their equality of rights, guaranteed to be inviolable by 
their constitutional bill of rights, and their existence..and.indepen- 
- dence as sovereign States and, equal‘members of the..confederacy ? 
If the alternative, presented by the non-slave: States, ; be. a dissolu- 
tion of their union with the slave States, or the abolition of slavery 
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inthe slave: States)s-dithersside. ofathisialtertiativedsia dissolution; 


because, if the:glaye States: submitto dt; they.cbasetoexistias States © 


_ahid-ds sdvereignsparties:to :the ‘Union.,7Resistance: te:such:-Ukur- 
ations isitheir:moral,‘social:-and;-political. duty.i But thé,usurping 
Stateis:declare all zesistarice'to-sych laws :on.;the- part.ofsthe slave 
States; rebellion;:treason; rovolution and:-disunion...; But.these: are 
terms which:properly apply to the-usutpers of: unauthoriséd power, 
‘however cunningly they may'seek.concealment_ by -an-outery, against 
those who. resist the usurpation to..support and-sustain:the constitu: . 
ition and the Union.. Are the sixteen non-slave States.sole-judgesof 
‘their. constitutional power to destroy slavery; and-may they:-use. the 


executive arm, and the army, „the navy, and:the treasury ofthe - 


-Union, to force fourteen sovereign’ States to submit : tò laws : abol- 
ishing slavery, because it is the right of. a majority to judge ‘of. the 
‘extent :of -théir constitutional.powers? or, by their-majority, in Gòn- 
- .gress, may they repeal the: judiciary act, and re-organise. the feder- 
‘al. judiciary; and fill the. bench with free-soil ;and.abolition..judges. 
. toi sustain their usurped --legislation over slavery; and -would.; that 
rcourt:have' jurisdiction to bring before it, the fourteen-slave:States. 


„and the.sixteen.noti-slave States, and to try, and. judicially decide - ; 


-between .thém,; as parties, .the- question of constitutional- power? | 


Could:that:court render a decree or judgment between. the. parties,. 


. upon the: subject: in controversy, which.should have the:-binding.ef- . 


ifect of res judicata:?- Could the federal governmentenforce:such judg- 

ment against the slave States? Such was not the understanding of 
‘Mr. ‘Jefferson,-Mr.:‘Madison, or the :Législatures:of Virginia; Ken- 
-tucky, arid: indeed ’of all the slave States, ‘and of.a:latge majority‘of 
‘the people 6f-the: United States when; the alien and-sedition -laws 


+. were:passed, laws of: far less questionable authority than ‘laws:pro- ` 


-bibiting slavery ins-the territories. -If: this. Union is:to: sbe .shyed, 
“which is the-hope:of: every patriot throughout :our:-country;:.and-of 
-every philanthrophist throughout the ‘world, it is. to be saved»by:the 
-people.of: all the States, : fully: understanding each: other* upon ‘this 
dangerous subjéct ‘of. conttoversy, which mad enthusiasts, mistaken 
‘Socialists, and aspiring’ politicians‘ have, during -the last .:thirty-five 
- years, used for: purposes of national discord ‘and disruption, sand’ 
pressed toextremity.. > - TOR EE 
*: Beside-and beyoud a popular Convention of. the;Southern States, 
-with the view and the hopé of arresting the course of. aggression, 
“and, if not practicable; . then to concentrate the South in -will; .an- 
“derstanding and-action, the Convention of Mississippi suggested;:as. 
< the possible’ ultimate-resort, the call, by the- Legislatures of the-ds- 
sailed States, of still more solemn-Conventions—such. as should be 
- regularly elected by the people of those’States~—to deliberate, speak 
and act: with all the sovereign: power of the people:*;Should,.in:the 
result, such ‘-Conyentions be called and? meet, they:may:-lead to a 
like régularly: constitufed-Convention. of -all:the: ‘assailéd. States, to 
provide, ‘in: the last résort, for their separate-welfare..by.the forma- 
ion of a compact and an*Union-that will afford protection to their 
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nations of India and the Pacific ocean, an advantage Europe :has ` 


hitherto had over the United States, and which will. reluctantly be 
relinquished. Already has England endeavored to- sow discord be- 
tween the States of our Union, by declaring the abolition of slaveé- 
ry to be the policy of her government, which she will promote by all 


fair means throughout the world. .This unfriendly - poli¢y’.declared ` 


in a diplomatic: correspondence with our government; with .a full 
knowledge that our Union is a confederacy: of ‘slave and -non-slave 
States, could have had no other purpose, but to: weaken us as.a na- 


tion by dissolving our.Union and embroiling-us: in: civil and«servile `- 


-- -wars, Our strength as anation ; our success in’ gaining . the ¢om-. = 


merce’ of. the world; our future growth in‘wealth and ‘population’; 


the cause of human liberty and the people’s rights : throughout- the. 
world, depend upon our Union as itis. Let us be trueto-our-trust. 
- Let us-preserve the Union and leave slavery to the natural: course: of 
events; : ot lb ete oe eee waaay 

. -We haye.thus diseussed’soine of the- niostprominent : considera- 
-tions involved in the fearful ‘controversy,. without‘attempting a-‘con- 
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secutive history of the origin, progress .and. present aim: of the | 


crusade. :'That history has been sufficiently given‘in-the: Addréss: 
of the Southern Delégation in the last: Congress; to: which thé: ré- 
solutions. of the central and-primary meetings‘in this State andthe 
proceedings of the Convention, which followed them, may be re- 
garded as the response of Mississippi. What- we have; here offer- 
ed, in obedience to the order ‘of our appointment, is respectfully 
‘submitted, in ‘connection with those resolutions and proceedings; to 


- you as our brethren of the South, who; with us, are-driven to. the 


a. $ e e . | iT . i a 
alternative. of resistance or submission. We -urge them: upon. 


your, serious, paternal and’ patriotic examination—indulging the 
confident expectation that you will perceive the propriety and’ ne- 
eessity of meeting our people in. the General Southern Convention 
‘proposed for the: first Monday of June next—and. resting assured 
that, whatever may be the action of the-federal government at the 


' present ‘session of Congress, the South will be consolidated in vin- 


-dication-and defence.of the constitution, and will‘not prove “recre- 
ant to-her honor, her right, her interests; her history and her destiny.” 
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